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GDL – New Drivers 
Additional Novice Stages at a Glance 

 
Province/Territory 

GDL Component 
BC AB SK MB ON QC NB NS PEI NL YK NWT NU 

Licence Class   5  
(Novice 2) 5F (Full)     5  

(Stage 3)   
5  

(Stage 3, 
Full) 

 

Minimum 
entry age   16 yrs 17.5 yrs      17.75 yrs     

A
ge

 
re
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ns

 

Minimum 
exit age         19 yrs   17 yrs  

Time 
completion   

6 months, 
Class 5 
(Novice 

1)1 

15 
months, 
Class 5I 

    

12 
months, 
Class 5 

(Stage 2) 

  
12 

months, 
Class 5P2 

 

Pass test / 
course              
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Parental 
consent, age 

applied 
             

Time 
completion   

12 
months, 
Class 5 
(Novice 

2)3 

36 
months4     

12 
months, 
Class 5 

(Stage 3) 

    

Ex
it 

R
eq
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re

m
en

ts
 

Pass test / 
course              

Minimum 
duration   12 

months 
36 

months     12 
months     

S
ta
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n 

Maximum 
holding 
period 
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Province/Territory 

GDL Component 
BC AB SK MB ON QC NB NS PEI NL YK NWT NU 

Age              

Licence held              

Time 
licensed              

BAC level 
while 

supervising 
             

Driver log              

S
up

er
vi

so
ry

 D
riv

er
 

Location 
while 

supervising 
             

S
up

er
vi

se
d 

D
riv

in
g 

 

Minimum 
amount              

BAC level 
while driving   Zero Zero     Zero     

Night driving              

Passenger 
restrictions   Yes5      Yes6     

Road 
restrictions              

Display “N” 
sign/plate         Yes7     

D
riv
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 R

es
tri

ct
io

ns
 a

nd
 

C
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di
tio

ns
 

Other 
restrictions         Yes8     
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Province/Territory 

GDL Component 
BC AB SK MB ON QC NB NS PEI NL YK NWT NU 

Lower driver 
penalty point 

threshold 
        9     

Su
sp

en
si

on
s 

/ 
P

ro
hi

bi
tio

ns
 

Suspensions   Incident-
based9 Yes10     Yes11   Yes12  

Driver Improvement 
Actions   Yes13 Yes14          

Additional GDL 
features   Yes15 Yes16     Yes17     

 
                                                 
1 Held Class 7 Learner licence for 9 months excluding interruptions (i.e. suspensions) 
2  Held a Class 5P licence for 12 months suspension free 
3 Hold Novice 2 licence for 12 months without licence suspensions, traffic convictions and at-fault collisions 
4 Must maintain zero BAC for first 36 months of holding full licence Class 5F 
5 Limited to number of working seatbelts 
6 No more passengers in the vehicle than the number of available seatbelts 
7 Stage 3 drivers are required to have a Graduated Decal displayed on any motor vehicle they operate; this is the same decal the driver received for Stage 2 
8 No Stage 3 driver shall use a hand-held cellular telephone, headphones, mp3 player or any other hand-held electronic device while operating or having care and control of a motor 
vehicle 
9 Incident based: i.e. number of traffic violations/convictions and at-fault collisions; the 12 months in Novice 2 must be at-fault collision, traffic conviction and licence suspension free; in 
the event of an incident, the Novice 2 driver will be required to restart the 12 month incident-free period again, and will be placed in the Graduated Driver Licensing Improvement 
Program 
10 See SUSPENSION/PROHIBITION section for Class 5I drivers in MB GDL profile 
11 An accumulation of 9 or more demerit points will result in the suspension of the Stage 3 Driver’s Licence, followed by a one-year probation period; if the driver receives any fines that 
carry demerit points during the probation period, their Stage 3 driver’s licence will be suspended; violation of passenger restrictions - Stage 3 drivers will be suspended for any seatbelt 
fines they receive (30 days for first offence, 90 days for second offence); any suspension times will be added to the waiting period to exit Stage 3 
12 Following an accumulation of 15 or more demerit points, the Registrar shall suspend the driver’s licence for one month 
13 See SK’s GDL profile for details on its Graduated Driver Licensing Improvement Program 
14 See SUSPENSION/PROHIBITION section for Class 5I drivers in MB GDL profile 
15 Cannot be a supervising driver; cannot obtain a commercial driver's licence or school bus endorsement 
16 May upgrade to full Class 1-4 licence after passing the appropriate tests; may supervise after three years in full stage 
17 No driver may apply for a Class 1, 2, 3 or 4 driver’s Licence until they have successfully completed the GDL Program 


